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KANSAS CLIMATE  
May 2020 

 

 Highlights 
 

ü U.S. Drought Monitor indicated the expansion of drought conditions (D1-D3) in parts of western Kansas. of 
abnormally dry (D0), moderate drought (D1), severe drought (D2) in parts of western Kansas. Moderate drought 

conditions (D1) are beginning to enter central Kansas. 

 

ü June outlook: high probability of above normal temperature; chance of below normal precipitation. 
 

ü Drought Outlook favors expansion of drought conditions during the month of June, but improvement or removal of 

drought conditions over the long-term. 

 

 General Drought Conditions  
 

The U.S. Drought Monitor indicated a small area of moderate to severe drought in southwest Kansas at the beginning of the 

month. Throughout the month of May, there drought conditions intensified and swelled to about four times the extent. The 
condition at the end of the month is shown below in Figure 1.  Change in drought classification over the month is also 

shown.   

 

Figure 1.  U.S. Drought Monitor Maps of Drought status 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 More information can be found on the U.S. Drought  

 Monitor web site https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://droughtmonitor.unl.edu/
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 Climate Summary 

Figure 2 and Figure 3 below summarize observed precipitation and temperature, respectively, for the month using the 

PRISM dataset available at http://www.prism.oregonstate.edu/6month/. Additional state maps are available through the 

KSU Weather Data Library at http://climate.k-state.edu/maps/monthly/. 
 

Figure 2. Monthly Precipitation maps 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Figure 3. Monthly Temperature Maps 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

http://www.prism.oregonstate.edu/6month/
http://climate.k-state.edu/maps/monthly/
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  Outlooks 

 

 

Figure 4.  Drought Outlooks 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
Figure 5. Next Month Precipitation and Temperature Outlooks 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Figure 6. Three Month Precipitation and Temperature Outlooks 

 
    

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 




